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Supplement  to  the  South  End  News 


BRA  Offers  Washington  St.  Parcels  to  Launch  SENHI 


The  Rynn  Administration  will  launch  its  South 
End  Neighborhood  Housing  Initiative  (SENHI) 
with  an  offering  of  seven  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)-owned  parcels  along  the 
Washington  Street  corridor  for  development  of 
affordable  housing. 

The  corridor  parcels  targeted  for  Phase  1  of  the 
SENHI  program  will  produce  affordable  housing 
and  open  space  in  an  area  where  property  values 
have  been  rising  dramatically  in  anticipation  of 
removal  of  the  Orange  Line  elevated 
tracks. Additionally,  parcels  will  be  reserved  for 
non-profit  development  of  community  facilities.  In 
Phase  n,  the  balance  of  the  developable  parcels  will 
be  disposed  of  for  open  space,  affordable  housing 
and  other  neighborhood  uses  including  parking. 

'SENHI'  An  Anti-displacement  Measure 

Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn  said,  "The  SENHI 
program  is  a  creative  way  to  address  the  important 
housing  needs  in  the  South  End  while  also  helping 
to  eliminate  unused  and  blighted  parcels  of  land. 
It's  main  purpose  is  to  produce  affordable  housing 
and  thus  serve  as  an  anii-displacemeni  measure  in 
an  area  where  rising  property  values  have  put 
tremendous  pressure  on  the  market  and  could  result 
in  involuntary  displacement 

"SENHI  is  also  a  program,"  continued  the  Mayor, 
"that  will  encourage  the  development  teams  to 
include  non-profit  community  groups  and  minority 
business  enterprises.  We  can  then  use  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  these  parcels  to  provide  rental 
assistance  for  other  South  End  residents  and  help  in 
the  creation  of  housing  cooperatives.  Another 
positive  clement  of  the  SENHI  initiative  is  that 
along  with  the  offering  of  parcels  along  Washington 
Street,  other  parcels  will  be  preserved  for 
community  gardens  and  open  space.  While  housing 
is  our  main  goal,  we  will  be  setting  aside  land  that 
helps  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  all  the  residents 
of  the  South  End." 

Community  Review  Central  to  'SENHI' 

From  inception  to  completion,  people  of  the 
community  will  be  involved  in  the  program. 
According  to  the  Mayor,  the  Flynn  Administration 
is  committed  to  a  thorough  dialogue  with  the 
community  in  crafting  and  developing  the  program. 
Mayor  Flynn  said,  "  TTie  community  will  work 
with  the  city  around  such  issues  as  the  development 
of  guidelines  for  request  for  proposals.  The 
neighborhood  will  also  advise  and  recommend  to  us 
any  zoning  changes  that  might  be  appropriate  in  the 
project  area  and  will  participate  in  a  complete 
review  of  developers'  compliance  with  the 
established  guidelines." 
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Key  Features  of  the  SENHI 


•  Compolitivcly  bid  large  parcels  along 
Washington  Street  Corridor,  primarily 
for  affordable  housing;  mixed  use  where 
appropriate. 

•  Reserve  sites  for  selected  garden  and 
open  space  uses. 

•  Reserve  sites  for  non-profit, 
community  based  organizations 


Goals  of  SENHI  Program 
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:w  and  Tehabiliiated  housing 

•  Up  10  700  units 

•  50%  low  and  moderate  income 

:  blight  in  the  South  End 

•  Convey  vacant  land  for  productive  r 

•  Cr&atc  or  preserve  open  space  and 


•  non-profit  organizattoni 

•  Build  capacity  among  area  residents 

•  Planning  Process 

•  Development  Process 

•  Mitigate  the  impact  of  development  pressures 

•  Protect  residents  from  displacement 

•  Establish  a  Neighborhood  Siabilizai 


1  for  the  SENHI  parcels 


•  Finalize  a 

•  Issue  RFP's  for  Phase  I  and  Phase  n 
■  Establish  the  Neighborhood  Slabili/ 


After  a  seven-year  quest,  Boston  City  Lights  has  found  a 
home  through  the  help  of  the  BRA.  City  Lights  will 
develop  and  will  be  located  in  the  South  End  at  1154-1160 
Washington  Street. 


'City  Lights' 
to  Light  Up 
the  South  End 

Altera  seven-year  quesi,  Boston  City  Lights 
[  oundalion  has  found  a  home  through  the  help  of 
the  BRA.  City  Lights  will  develop  and  will  be 
located  in  the  South  End  at  1 154-1 160  Washington 
Street  in  a  building  owned  by  the  BRA.  Founded 
eight  years  ago  by  R.  Duggan  Hill.  City  Lights  is  a 
performing  artsAeaching  center  that  has  provided 
city  youth  with  training  and  support  in  many 
aspects  of  the  pcrfonnance  arts. 

"We  began  in  the  South  End  parks."  said  Hill, 
"witli  only  50  young  folks  participating.  Today  wc 
work  with  an  average  of  200  youths  each  year." 
Hill,  operating  Boston  City  Lights  out  of  his  home 
on  Dwight  Street,  estimates  that,  by  1990.  Boston 
City  Lights  will  accommodate  150  ftill-tirac  students 
and  500  part-time  students.  The  programs  are 
offered  at  no  cost,  and  take  place  in  a  variety  of 
donated  spaces  throughout  tfie  city.  "Our  only 
funding,"  added  Hill,  "has  come  from  private 
donations,  exchanges  of  labor  for  space,  and  from 
occasional  paid  performances." 

City  Lights  proposes  to  transform  the  six-story 
structure  on  Washington  Street  into  eight  residential 
condominium  units  on  the  upper  floors,  designed 
and  marketed  to  South  End  graphic  and  performing 
artists.  Boston  City  Lights  Foundation  would  o\«m 
the  lower  two  floors  and  basement,  which  would 
become  the  studio  and  rehearsal  space,  sound  and 
editing  facilities,  and  auditorium  with  a  modular 
stage,  lockers  and  showers  and  shop  space. 

There  is  a  broad  community  support  for  the 
proposal.  It  was  endorsed  by  the  Eight  Streets 
Neighborhood  Association,  Cathedral  of  the  Holy 
Cross  and  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts. 


SENHI 


BRA  Assistant  Director  Ricardo  Millett  added  that 
SENHI  is  expected  to  create  700  new  and 
rehabilitated  rental  and  ownership  housing  units  on 
some  70  parcels  owned  by  the  BRA  in  the  South 
End.  Some  of  these  parcels  will  be  assembled  to 
create  larger  sites.  The  program  requires  that  up  to 
50%  of  the  units  are  affordable  to  low  and  moderate 
income  people. 

Milieu  said.  "These  parcels  of  land  were  acquired 
by  the  BRA  in  the  early  days  of  renewal  in  the 
South  End.  It  is  our  intent  to  put  this  land  back  to 
productive  use.  In  doing  so,  we  want  to  produce 
affordable  housing,  but  lo  do  so  in  a  context  that 
also  safeguards  certain  parcels  for  a  wide  range  of 
community  uses,  including  gardens  and  open 
space." 

Neighborhood  Fund  to  be  Created 

A  key  clement  in  the  pnagram.  according  to  BRA 
Director  Stephen  Coyle.  is  the  Neighborhood 
Stabilization  Fund  to  be  created  from  disposition 
proceeds  of  the  parcels.  The  fund,  Coyle  pointed 
out.  is  designed  specifically  to  aid  current  South 
End  residents  who  cannot  alTord  to  remain  in  tlic 
South  End  because  of  rising  housing  costs. 
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The  fund  will  be  allocated  to  assist  eligible 
recipients  as  follows: 

•  Provide  some  financing  for  residents  to  help  ihem 
purchase  apartment  buildings  of  three  or  more  units 
for  conversion  to  limited  equity  cooperatives. 

•  Provide  grants  lo  local  non-profit  groups  who  will 
identify  buildings  suitable  for  cooperative 
conversion  and  provide  technical  assistance  to 
current  residents  in  packaging  and  conversion  of  the 
project 

■  Provide  grants  to  eligible  low  and  moderate 
income  South  End  renters  who  are  not  otherwise 
protected  by  the  city's  rent  equity  law  and 
subsidized  housing. 

Coyle  said  the  BRA  staff  will  work  with  open 
space  and  garden  advocates  in  the  selection  of 
scattered  sites  that  will  be  directly  designated  to 
qualified  community  groups. 


The  following  parcels  will  be  those  offered  i 
firet  phase  of  the  program: 

Parcel      Address  Lam 

30  and       1565-1507  Washington  St 
RD60        Rutland/Haven  Sts. 

450-452  Shawmul  Ave. 


RE-7B       83-95  W.  Springfld.  St. 

33-B 

R-12A 

R-I2B 


R-lIC       6-14  E.Concord  St 


19.  491 
49,  232 

44.920 
48,631 


MacDonald's    WirehouM,    a    26    unit    housing 
complex    at    26-34    EasI    Coacord    Street,    bas 
bccD    completed    and    Is    now    occupied    by 
residents    paying    below- market    rents.    The 
developer    also    has    added    a    parking    lot    on    t 
adjacent    par':cl    and    has    plans    for   an    open 
space    landscaped    area. 


St.    Cloud    Hotel    on    Trem 
mlxed-lBcome    condominiums    and 
and    was   developed    by    the    Boston 

the    Arts/Cheslnut    Development 


A  Dream  Becomes  Reality  -  Tent  City  Ground  Broken 


On  March  8.  1986.  Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn. 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis,  the  Tent  City 
Corporation,  Urban  Investment  Development 
Corporation  (UIDC)  and  hundreds  of  guests  and 
supporters  celebrated  the  start  of  construction  of  an 
18-year  dream.  270  units  of  mixed-income  rental 
housing  at  the  comer  of  Dartmouth  and  Columbus 
Avenue  in  Boston's  South  End. 

"Tent  City  once  symbolized  the  city's  inability  to 
produce  affonlable  housing,"  said  Mayor  Rynn. 
"Today  it  has  become  a  different  kind  of  symbol.  It 
now  represents  an  extraordinary  effort  of 
cooperation  between  city  government,  state 
government,  the  private  sector,  and  residents  of  the 
South  End.  all  of  whom  worked  long  and  hard  to 
see  this  project  through. 

"The  turning  point  (for  Tent  City)  came 

when  a  new  administration,  committed 

to  seeing  affordable  housing  built,  came 

to  City  Hall." 

Kenneth  Kruckmeyer,   President, 

Tent  City   Corporation 

"For  the  last  two  years,  we  have  been  detemiined  to 
make  Tent  City  work,"  continued  the  Mayor.  "We 
have  had  to  be  creative  and  resourceful.  We  are 
now  moving  from  an  idea  to  reality  of  real  housing 
at  this  site." 

The  $24  million  housing  complex  will  consist  of 
270  rental  units  built,  fmanced  and  owned  by  Tent 
City  Corporation.  The  project  will  also  include  a 
two-level  subsurface  parking  garage  to  be  financed, 
built  and  operated  by  UIDC.  the  developers  of 
nearby  Copley  Place.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
of  the  698  spaces  will  be  for  Tent  City  residents. 

Public-Private  Cooperation,  the  Key 

One  of  the  most  noteworthy  aspects  of  the  TCC 
project  is  the  complex  funding  package  assembled 
to  finance  the  development.  Ii  will  have  25%  low- 
income.  50%  moderate-income  and  25%  market- 


"Tent  City  is  an  imaginative  way  to  recycle  public 
monies,"  said  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  Director  Stephen  Coyle,  "so  that  Boston  can 
encourage  the  development  of  affordable  housing  at 
a  lime  when  the  federal  government  has  drastically 


cut  subsidies  for  housing.  Here,  the  funds  once 
loaned  to  UIDC  lo  develop  Copley  Place  will  play 
an  important  part  in  providing  low-and  moderate- 
income  residents  with  housing  in  the  South  End 
through  these  loan  paybacks." 

Kenneth  Kruckemeyer,  President  of  TCC,  praised 
Uie  city  for  getting  an  agreement  on  Tent  City.  "The 
turning  point  came,"  said  Kruckemeyer,  "when  a 
new  adminislraUon.  committed  to  seeing  affordable 
housing  built,  came  to  City  Hall," 


city  and  state  officials,  TCC  and  UIDC 
representatives  and  friends  break  ground 
Tent  City,  March  8,  1986.  An  18-year-o 
dream  becomes  a  reality  through  commu 
city    and    stale    commitment.' 


Tent     City    construction 
Is    underway.    Copley 
Place    is    in    background. 


Mayor  Flynn  said,  "I  have  said  many  times  that  I 
am  dedicated  lo  building  bridges  between 
downtown  and  the  neighborhoods  and  between 
sectors  of  the  community  which  have  traditionally 
worked  against,  rather  than  with,  each  other.  Tent 
City  is  a  shining  example  of  the  bridges  and  links 
being  created  all  over  the  city  of  Bostoa" 


BAC-YOU  Plans  in  Final  Stage 


Lodging    Houses   return    to    the    South    End.   The 
Boston    Aging    Concerns/Young    and    Old    United 
wHl    create    units    with    shared    facilities    for    low- 
and    moderate-income    elderly    residents    from    the 


Boston  Aging  Concerns/Young  and  Old  United  is 
moving  ahead  with  plans  to  restore  35-36  West 
Newton  Street  into  shared  living  apartments  for 
South  End  residents,  The  building  will  consist  of 
four  26  single  occupancy  units  and  four  apartments 
~  one  two-bedroom,  one  studio,  and  two  one- 
bedrooms.  In  addition,  the  basement  will  be 
convened  into  commercial  and  storage  space. 
Kitchens,  bathrooms  and  living  rooms  will  be 
common  areas. 

This  historic  structure  was  tentatively  designated  to 
Boston  Aging  Concerns/Young  and  Old  United  by 
the  BRA  in  November  of  1985.  The  designation 
reinforces  the  Rynn  Administration's  commitment 
to  ensure  the  provision  of  housing  to  clderiy  and 
low-income  people.  This  development  also  replaces 
some  of  the  many  rooming  house  opportunities  that 
have  been  lost  in  the  South  End.  Shared  living 
experiences  often  help  reduce  isolation  and 
loneliness  felt  by  many  elderiy. 

Final  plans  for  the  restoration  should  be  submitted 
to  the  BRA  in  July.  Renovations  begin  in  October, 
with  occupancy  scheduled  for  next  summer. 
Interestingly,  this  structure  on  West  Newton  is  over 
100  years  old  and  was  at  one  time  the  home  of 
Alexander  Graham  Bell. 


DRA  Director  Stephei 
of  local  and  regiona 
groups    about    ways    tc 


Coyle  talks  to  a 
housing  developm 
create  affordable 
cent  BRA  seminar 
BRA  Dudley  Neighborhood  Office  located 
2406    Washington    Street    In    Dudley    Squai 


South  End 

Parcels 

Available  for 

Disposition 


The  list  of  South  End  parcels  available  for 
development  and  the  corresponding  map  includes  all 
of  the  developable,  non-designated  parcels  in  the 
South  End.  Under  the  SENHI  Program,  the  BRA 
proposes  to  dispose  of  these  parcels  in  two  phases. 

Phase  I      -        Competitive  bid  for  seven  sites 

along  the  Washington  St.  Corridor. 
Parcels  numbered  4,  5,  7,  11, 
13,  15,  25 


Selected  sites  for  garden  and 

open  space 

(not  yet  determined) 

Selected  sites  for  non-profit 
community  based  organizations 
(not  yet  determined) 

Competitive  bids  on  remaining 
parcels 


Phase  II 


The  list  consists  of  a  total  of  70  parcels  which  are 
combined  into  56  sites.  Certain  contiguous  parcels 
were  combined  because  their  development  potential 
as  a  larger  parcel  made  sense.  The  list  provides  an 
urban  renewal  parcel  number,  a  street  address,  the  lot 
size  and  a  map  reference  number  for  each  parcel. 
The  lot  size  is  based  on  the  most  up-to-date 
information  available  from  BRA  records  and  does  not 
necessarily  coincide  with  older  information  about 
BRA  owned  land. 


Pareel 

Address 

Parcel  Size  in 
Square  Feet 

Parcel 
Number 

Address 

Parcel  Sire 
Square  Feet 

33 

RR-15B 

76  Rutland  Street 

1.900 

47 

SE-72 

1734-1740  Washington  Street 

4.410 

34 

RR-I6 

68  Ruduid  Street 

1.900 

48 

SE-83 

406-408  Harrison  Avenue 

1.309 

35 

RR-20 

517-519  Shawmut  Avenue 

2.995 

SE-88 

1143-1149  Washington  Street 

3.064 

36 

RR.22 

24-26  Warwick  Street 

2.136 

SE-89 

37  Windsor  Street 

1.102 

37 

RR.26 

33  RuUand  Street 

1.150 

SE-90 

30  Warwick  Street 

1.365 

38 

RR-28 

84  E.  Brookline  Street 

1.974 

SE-100 

13051311  Washington  Street 

5.696 

39 

RR-31 

10  E.  Springrield  Street 

1.230 

SE-110 

1682  Washington  Street 

5.680 

40 
42 

RR-32 

RR-95 
RR-I2I 

1876  &  1886  Washington/ 
1.  3.  5.  E.  Lenox  Street 

36  Hammond  Street 

1724-1726  Washington  Street 

5.025 
1.928 
2.950 

SE-115 

422  Massachusetts  Avenue 
29  Dartmouth  Street 
31  Dartmouth  Street 

2.070 
1.500 
1.500 

43 

SE-I 

424  Massachusetts  Avenue 

2.070 

44. 

SE.13 

1900  Washington  Street 

2.800 

45. 

46. 

SE-59.62  212-214  Shtwmul  Avtnut 

SE-65  66  69-73  E.  Berkeley  Sneel 

79.81  E.  Berkeley  Street 

7.815 

985-1007  Tremont  Sucet 

10  Benton  Street 

694-708  Columbus  Avenue/ 


908-912  Tremont  Street/ 
144-156  Lenox/119  Kendall 
922-948  Tremont  Street 


1565-1587  Washingujn  Street 
Rutland/Haven  Streets 
450-452  Shawmut  Avenue 


75-87  Northampton  Street 
1762-1788  Washington  Street 
91-113  Northampton  Street 


490  Albany  Street 


19.491 
59.203 


35.532 
16.300 


10.  540 

11.  P-6A 

12.  PB-3A 

13.  RC-9 

14.  RE-2B 

15.  RE-7B 

16.  SE-116 

17.  X-26 


18.  RR.19 
SE49 
SE-7 


1-67  E.  Berkeley  StJ 
Tremont  St./Public  Alley  705 
and  Shawmut  Avenue 

350.358  Columbus  Avenue 


108.138  Worcester  Street 

83-95  W.  Springfield  Street 

640  Tremont  Street 

25-31  Warwick  Street 
34-50  Cabot  Street 
1008-1012  Tremont  Street 


RO-36 

SE-2 


106  W. 
108  W. 
110  W, 


'.  Springfield  Street 

'.  Springfited  Street 

'.  Springfield  Street 

.  Springfield  Street 

-  Springfield  Street 
.  Springfield  Street 

-  Springfield  Street 


20.  22A 

21.  34C 

22.  35A 

23.  35B 

24.  R-8 

25.  R.llC 

26.  R.13 

27.  RC.6 

28.  RD.13 

29.  RD.61 

30.  RR-4B 

31.  RR.8 

32.  RR-ISA 


140  Shawmut  Avenue 


Reed  Street 

15-19  E.  Lenox  Street 

25.35  E.  Lenox  Street 

609  Massachusetts  Aveni 

6.14  E.  Concord  Street 

1-4  St.  George  Street 

219-225  Shawmut  Avenu 
/Uley  70S 

20-22  Clarendon  Street 

478  Shawmut  Avenue 

1.  2.  3  Carteton  Street 

561  Columblu  Avenue 

74  Rutland  Street 


1.680 
7.947 
7.701 


2.362 
3.486 
2.137 
1,900 


Non-Profit  Developers  to  Revitalize  Massachusetts  Ave. 


Approximately  30,000  square  feet  of  land  on  ihe 
Massachusetts  Avenue  block  between  Columbus 
Avenue  and  the  Southwest  Corridor  will  undergo 
revitalizaiion  this  year  because  of  recent  BRA 
designations.  The  seven  development  parcels, 
containing  a  total  of  six  vacant  buildings  and  a  fire- 
damaged  vacant  lot.  were  designated  to  two 
different  local,  minority  non-profit  development 
groups  in  1985. 

TDC  to  Move  Ahead 

Tenants  Development  Corporation  (TDC)  will 
develop  59  iipits  of  mixed-income  apartments  on 
Massachuseif?  Avenue  sites.  Twenty-five  percent 
of  the  housing  will  be  low-income  rentals.  35%  for 
moderate  income  and  40%  for  market  rate.  Two 
buildings  at  395-397  Mass.  Avenue  will  be  rehabs 
of  existing  rowhouscs  done  in  accordance  with  the 
South  End  District  Landmarks  Commission.  The 
restorations  will  bring  back  to  life  buildings  that 
have  been  an  eyesore  and  a  safely  hazard  for  years. 
TDC  received  a  SHARP  rental  subsidy  from  the 
State  to  lower  rents. 


One  of  the  buildings  will  be  brand  r 

at  400  Mass.  Avenue.  According  to  BRA  architect. 


Victor  Karen,  the  new  five  and  a  half  story  building 
"will  relate  very  well  to  the  South  End  because  it 
reflects  the  design  of  already  existing  buildings  in 
terms  of  materials,  bays  and  stoops."  It  is  also  well 


According  to  BRA  architect 
Victor  Karen,  the  new  five 
and  a  half  story  building 
"will  relate  very  well  to  the 
South  End  because  it 
reflects  the  design  of 
already  existing  buildings 
in  terms  of  materials,  bays 
and  stoops."  It  is  also  well 
suited  for  families,  with 
lots  of  ground  access  units. 


suited  for  families,  with  lots  of  ground  access 
units.  The  upper  floors  will  be  mainly  will  be 
mainly  one-  and  two-bedroom  units  with  off-street 
parking  in  the  rear.  The  South  End  neighborhood 
will  work  with  the  BRA  and  the  South  End  Distnct 
Landmarks  Commission  on  continuing  design 
review  and  material  selection. 


UDC  Underway 

United  South  End/Lower  Roxbury  Development 
Corporation  (UDQ  is  the  second  non-profit  group 
to  develop  on  this  block.  Work  is  already  underway 
on  Massachusetts  Square,  the  $3.7  million 
rehabilitation  project  at  the  comer  of  Massachusetts 
and  Columbus  Avenues. 

The  four  five-story  Victorian  sinacturcs  are  being 
transformed  into  a  unified  mixcd-usc  development, 
wiUi  commercial,  office  and  retail  space  included. 

Local  minority  businesses  who  locate  here  will  be 
charged  rents  at  two-thirds  the  commercial  market 
rate.  Greater  Boston  Community  Development. 
Inc.,  (GBCD),  a  non-profit  organization,  is  tlie 
development  consultant  for  the  project. 


'Douglas  Plaza'  Housing  to  be 
Built  in  Lower  Roxbury/South  End 


Plans  for  a  mulU-million  dollar.  145-unit  project  of 
mixed-income  apanmenls  nearihe  Southwest 
Corridor  are  moving  forward.  The  site  for 
"Douglass  Plaza."  as  it  is  called,  is  across  from  the 
Carter  Playground  on  Columbus  Avenue  between 
Camden  and  Davenport  Streets. 

The  proposed  10-sloiy  building  would  house  30 
units.  5 1  %  of  Ihe  project,  for  low-income  families 
and  29  units  for  moderate-income  tenants.  The 
remainder  of  the  units  would  be  geared  toward 
market-rate  rentals.  The  project  has  received 
funding  from  the  Slate's  rental  subsidy  program 
known  as  SHARP.  The  project,  is  also  applying  for 
a  $1 .7  million  federal  Urban  Development  Action 
Grant  (UDAG)  to  help  lower  rents.  Twelve 
townhouses  are  plaiuied  for  the  adjacent  site. 
Amenities  such  as  a  health  club  and  a  pool  are  also 
part  of  Douglass  Plaza. 

The  eight-mile  path  of  the  new  Orange  Line,  built 
by  the  MBTA.  to  Roxbury.  and  to  Forest  HUls  is 
Hearing  completion.  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  Director  Stephen  Coyle  said.  "The 
'Douglass  Plaza'  project  is  seen  as  one  way  to  help 
atuact  further  interest  in  corridor  development  while 
at  the  same  time  provide  much  needed  affordable 
housing." 

The  development  group,  Douglass  Associates, 
consists  of  the  Concord  Baptist  Church  in  the  SouUi 
End.  developers  Larry  Smith  and  Richard  Taylor, 
and  the  downtown  firm  of  Boston  Investment  and 
Development  Company  (BIDC). 


PisygrouDd 


Four  CDCs  will  redevelop 
vacant  infill  structures:  Nuestra 
Communidad,  Roxbury  Multi- 
Service Center,  Roxbury-North 
Dorchester  Neighborhood 
Revitalization  Corporation 
(NRC)  and  the  Codman  Square 
CDC. 


BRA  Unveils 
Plan  to  Rehab 
'Infill'  Buildings 


Scattered  throughout  South  End,  Roxbury,  North 
Dorchester  are  17  infill  buildings  which  will  be 
rehabilitated  into  affordable  housing.  The  infill 
.sinictures  were  constructed  in  1970  under  a  federal 
housing  program,  but  were  never  occupied-  The 
infills  have  long  been  a  blight  on  the 
neighborhoods.  Peter  Dreier.  Assistant  Direaor  for 
Housing  Policy  at  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  said,  "Residents  have  told  us  that 
people  have  been  shooting  and  selling  drugs  in 
those  buildings  and  the  buildings  have  been  a 
severe  blight  on  the  surrounding  neighborhoods. 
Now  those  buildings  are  going  to  be  rehabbcd  into 
84  units  of  ownership  housing  for  low-  and 
moderate-income  residents." 


DIreclor    of    Ihe    City's 
lexl    to    him,    BRA    South 

Maria    Farla.    Four 
vacant    Infills    Into 


Tom  O'Malley,  Project 
Innil  Prograoi.  Seated 
End  Project  Coordinatoi 
CDCs  will  rehab  lone 
affordable    housing. 


In  March,  the  BRA  selected  four  non-profit 
community  development  corporations  (CDCs)  as 
the  redevelopers  of  the  vacant  structures.  The 
CDCs  are  Nuestra  Communidad.  Roxbury  Multi- 
Service Center.  Roxbury-Nonh  Dorchester 
Neighborhood  Revitalization  Corporation  (NRC) 
and  the  Codman  Square  CDC.  All  of  the  units  wiU 
be  developed  into  limited  equity  co-ops  and 
condominiums.  "Limited  equity"  means  that  the 
BRA  will  restrict  the  resale  price  of  each  unit  to 
guarantee  the  long-tcmi  affordability  of  the 
housing. 

BRA  to  Provide  Rehab  Assistance 

The  BRA  is  also  providing  technical  assistance, 
architectural  and  engineering  funds,  and 
rehabilitation  funds  in  excess  of  $500,000. 

BRA  Director  Stephen  Coyle  said,  "Mayor  Flynn 
has  called  for  an  unprecedented  effort  to  rehabilitate 
and  build  3.400  units  this  year.  Therefore,  it  is  very 
imponant  to  increase  the  supply  of  affordable 
housing  to  meet  this  critical  need,  particularly  for 
large  families.  The  housing  will  include  several  3-. 
4-  and  5-bedroom  units." 

Melvin  Colon,  Executive  Director  of  Nuestra 
Communidad.  one  of  the  designated  CDCs  said. 
"We  arc  very  pleased  to  work  with  the  BRA  on  this 
housing  development  project.  These  vacant  boarded 
up  sheUs  wiU  no  longer  be  an  eyesore,  but  instead 
will  be  a  symbol  of  neighborhood  improvement. 
All  four  CDCs  have  good  records  in  rehabilitation 
developmneni  experience  and  we  will  include  rent 
controls  which  will  help  prevent  speculation  and 
preserve  affordability  over  time." 


Majior  Raymond  L.  Flyni 
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Rosie's  New  Place  Opens 


A  public  celebraiion  was  held  on  June  1, 1986  to 
open  the  doors  of  Rosie's  New  Place,  an 
emergency  shelter  for  Boston's  homeless  women 
and  children.  The  site  of  this  shelter  is  the  former 
St.  Phillips  Church  at  889-905  Harrison  Avenue, 
which  was,  at  one  time,  owned  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA).  The  BRA 
selected  Rosie's  Place  in  1984  to  develop  this  new 
home  for  their  residents.  Attending  the  ceremony 
were  Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn,  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  and  Kitty  Dukakis,  as  well  as  many  other 
friends,  supporters,  and  contributors  to  Rosie's 
Place. 


"Rosie's  Place  is  unique  and  very 
special...We  know  that  statistics  are 
showing  the  number  of  homeless  ever 
increasing  and  as  the  homeless 
population  continues  to  grow,  our 
capacity  to  meet  their  needs  must  also 
expand.  It  gives  me  great  pride  to  open 
our  Rosie's  New  Place  with  all  our 
friends." 

Kip   Tieman,   Founder,  Rosie's  Place 


Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn  said.  "This  estimated 
one  million  dollar  development  project  came  about 
because  of  the  financial  contributions  of  many 
groups  and  individuals  throughout  the  city  and  stale 
as  well  as  the  donation  of  services  by  many  of  the 
sub-contractors  and  the  construction  company, 
Gilbane  Building.  It  is  a  testament  lo  the  good 
works  of  Kip  Tieman,  founder  of  this  Boston 
institution,  and  her  many  colleagues  who  provide 
necessEuy  shelter  on  their  own  without  public  funds 
lo  those  in  need." 


Kip  Tieman,  who  founded  Rosie's  Place  in  1974, 
said.  "Rosie's  Place  is  unique  and  very  special.  We 
do  not  receive  federal  or  state  funding.  All  our 
contributions  are  private.  We  do  know  that  statistics 
are  showing  the  number  of  homeless  ever 
increasing  and  as  the  homeless  population 
continues  to  grow,  our  capacity  to  meet  their  needs 
must  also  expand.  It  gives  me  great  pride  to  open 
our  Rosie's  New  Place  with  all  our  friends." 

The  Harrison  Avenue  shelter  will  include  a  20-bed 
emergency  shelter  and  seating  for  150  individuals  at 
meals.  At  the  grand  opening,  popular  jazz  vocalist 
Rebecca  Parris  entertained  the  guests  and  a  tour  was 
given  of  the  new  shelter.  The  colorful  walls  and  the 
large  open  space  gave  the  feeling  of  a  friendly  and 
homey  place.  Skylight  windows  are  in  all  the  third 
floor  bedrooms,  the  floors  are  parqueted,  an 
outdoor  terrace  has  been  built,  and  overnight  guests 
can  have  breakfast  in  a  small,  comfortable  upstairs 
kitchen  and  dining  room.  Further  plans  include 
outdoor  landscaping. 

Bill  Mendes  Garden  Dedicated 

At  the  dedication  the  first  rosebush  was  planted  in 
honor  of  the  late  William  Mendes.  a  long-time  BRA 
staffer  who  worked  with  the  women  from  Rosie's 
Place  to  acquire  the  site  from  the  BRA.  The  William 
Mendes  Garden  will  be  fully  planted  at  a  later  date. 

The  Harrison  Avenue  Shelter  is  not  the  first  Rosie's 
Place  to  be  built  Rosie's  operates  a  second  shelter 
at  1662  Washington  Street.  This  shelter,  which 
offers  15  beds  and  60  meal  seatings.  was  ravaged 
by  arson  on  April  8,  1984.  It  was  reopened  in 
April,  1985.  Anyone  interested  in  making  a  tax- 
deductible  contribution  can  send  it  to  Rosie's  Place. 
1662  Washington  Street.  Boston,  MA  021 18. 


Artists'  Spaces 
Designated  for 
'Harry  the  Greeks' 

The  BRA  has  recently  designated  Artist  Tenants  of 
the  South  End  (ATSE)  and  the  HUB  Building 
Realty  Trust  (HUB)  as  the  redevelopers  of  i  134- 
1140  Washington  Street,  and  14-24  and  28-34  Fay 
Street.  The  joint-venture  will  be  known  as  1 1 34 
Trust.  The  Washington  St.  location  will  be 
redeveloped  as  affordable  owner-occupied,  artists' 
live/work  space  along  with  retail  and  manufacturing 
space.  The  Fay  St.  parcels  will  be  used  as  parking 
for  the  mixed-use  development. 

Mayor  Flynn  said.  "Escalating  rents  in  the  South 
End  have  been  forcing  artists  to  relocate  from  their 
neighborhood.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  help  turn 
this  around.  Artist  Tenants  has  worked  hard  to  find 
permanent  housing  for  artists  in  this  community 
and  has  received  petitions  of  support  with  over  600 
signatures  from  the  community." 


"Escalating  rents  in  the  South  End  have 
been  forcing  artists  to  relocate  from 
their  neighborhood. ..Artist  Tenants  has 
worked  hard  to  find  permanent  housing 
for  artists  in  this  community  and  has 
received  petitions  of  support  with  over 
600  signatures," 

Mayor  Raymond  L.   Flynn 


ATSE  South  End-Based  Artists 

ATSE  is  a  group  of  visual  artists,  painters, 
sculiors.  and  printmakers  who  live  in  the  South 
End  as  part  of  the  arts  community.  They  have  been 
working  since  1984  to  find  permanent  housing  for 
community-based  artists.  Overwhelming  support 
for  ATSE's  proposal  came  from  the  Pilot  Block 
Neighborhood  Association,  Congressman  Edward 
Maikey  and  State  Representative  Sal  DiMasi. 

The  BRA  also  received  a  letter  of  endorsement  for 
ATSE  from  Senator  Edward  Kennedy, 
Congressman  Joe  Moaklcy  and  numerous  an 
galleries  and  South  End  residents  urging  that  the 
artists  be  provided  with  affordable  housing 
opportuitities  so  that  Ihey  can  remain  in  Boston. 

HUB  Trust  was  formed  to  provide  affordable  long- 
term  manufacturing  and  neighborhood  service- 
oriented  retail  space  in  this  location,  as  well  as  to 
protect  the  current  tenants  of  the  properly. 

1134  Trust  Proposal 

The  1 134  Trust  proposal  calls  for  the  development 
of  the  four-story  building  into  seven  pemianent 
artist  live/work  spaces  on  the  third  and  fourth 
floors.  The  second  floor  will  tw  rehabilitated  for 
continued  use  as  light  manufacturing  space.  The 
first  floor  will  be  rehabilitated  as  retail/commercial 
space.  The  vacant  lots  on  Fay  St.  will  be  improved 
by  paving,  lighting  and  landscaping  for  use  for  a 
total  of  founeen  off-street  parking  spaces.  The 
proposal  also  calls  for  the  retention  and  the  creation 
of  57  manufacturing  and  retail  jobs  which  will  be 
held  by  residents  of  the  city  and  tiie  building  will 
provide  eleven  local  artists  an  affordable  permanent 
homeownership  opportunity. 

Included  in  the  development  will  be  a  limited  equity 
provision  limiting  the  re-sale  price  to  subsequent 
buyers  of  the  residential  units.  This  will  ensure  that 
the  property  remains  affordable  for  fifteen  years. 
Resale  controls  for  floors  one  and  two  will  also  be 
included. 
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